Technical Circular

No.:  012/2020 Date: 3™ March 2020

Subject: IMO Circular Letter Reg Novel Coronavirus (2019-nCoV)

1. The International Maritime Organization (IMO) has issued Circular Letter No.
4203/Add.1 (copy attached) providing updated information and guidance,
recommendations developed by the World Health Organization (WHO) and the Division
of Healthcare Management and Occupational Safety and Health (DHMOSH), United
Nations, on the precautions to be taken following the recent outbreak of novel
coronavirus (COVID-19).

2. The above mentioned IMO Circular Letter No. 4203/Add.1 is based on
recommendations developed by the World Health Organization (WHQ) and it contains
the symptoms of the novel coronavirus, the WHO’s advice on key preventative measures
as well as a non-exhaustive list of links providing advice and guidance to seafarers and
shipping. Specific advice to shipping crew and companies has been given by the
International Maritime Health Association.

3. Also attached is the IMO Circular Letter No. 4204/Add.2, dated 21 February 2020
containing Joint Statement IMO-WHO on the Response to the COVID-19 Outbreak.

4. Ship Owners/ operators and Masters are advised to be guided by the attached Circular
Letters and are urged to promulgate information on the basis of IMO Circular Letter No.
4203/Add.1 and IMO Circular Letter No.4204/Add.2 (Joint Statement IMO-WHO on the
Response to the COVID-19 Outbreak) to ensure that seafarers, passengers and others on
board ships are provided with accurate and relevant information on the coronavirus
outbreak and on the measures to reduce the risk of exposure if they are likely to be
engaged on ships trading to and from ports in coronavirus-affected States.

Enclosure:
1. IMO Circular Letter No. 4203/Add.1, dated 12 February 2020
2. IMO Circular Letter No. 4204/Add.2, dated 21 February 2020

3. World Health Organization situation reports (23 February 2020) on Coronavirus
disease (COVID-2019)

. This Technical Circular and the material contained in it is provided only for the purpose of
supplying current information to the reader and not as an advice to be relied upon by any
person.

. While we have taken utmost care to be as factual as possible, readers/ users are advised to
verify the exact text and content of the Regulation from the original source/ issuing Authority.




Whilst the utmost care has been taken in the compilation of the Technical Information, neither Indian Register of
Shipping, its affiliates and subsidiaries if any, nor any of its directors, officers, employees or agents assume any
responsibility and shall not be liable to any person for any loss, damage or expense caused in any manner
whatsoever by reliance on the information in this document.



